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CHAPTER I. 
Introduction. - THE APOSTASY. 


SUMMARY. - I. Letter of St. Paul to 
the Thessalonians. - Il. Allocutions 
and encyclicals of Leo XIII. - III. First 
Encyclical of Pius X. - IV. The two 
Pontiffs denounce the apostasy - V. 
The apostasy will end in the 
Antichrist. 


THE. 


Almost two thousand years ago the 
Church of Thessalonica found itself 
in disorder: some false doctors had 
spread that the world was about to 
end. The apostle St. Paul, founder of 
that church, having learned of this 
disturbance of souls, took the pen 
and, in a still famous letter, the Ila to 
the Thessalonians, reassured them in 
these terms: "We pray you, brothers, 
to the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and for our meeting with him, 
that you do not let yourselves so 
quickly be moved by your feelings, 
nor terrified, or by the spirit, or by 
reasoning, or by a letter as written 
by us, almost imminent is the day of 
the Lord. Let no one deceive you in 
any way, since (this will not be) 
unless the apostasy is first followed 
and the man of sin, the son of 
perdition, is not manifested "1. 


Calm returned to the church of 
Thessalonica; but two 
announcements had been made by 
the Apostle for the instruction of 
future centuries: that is, that the end 
of the world would not have 
happened before the apostasy had 
not followed and the Antichrist or 
the man of sin had not appeared. 
Therefore first the apostasy and then 
the Antichrist. 


Now, in the midst of our century, 
deeply disturbed, both by the 
rebellions of human reason against 
the Faith, by the incessant assaults 
against the Church, and finally by 
the multiple and perfidious 
provisions against the Christianity of 
individuals, families and nations, 
here is that the word apostasy, as St 
Paul pronounced it, is echoing from 


above, falling repeatedly, like a 
warning, from the lips or the pen of 
the Roman Pontiffs. 


At first it is Leo XIII, who in the 
secret consistory of December 30, 
1889, expressed himself, for the first 
time, thus before the cardinals: 
"Venerable brothers, it easily 
appears that there is a common plan 
to challenge the ancestral religion 
and, under the hopes and the 
guidance of perverse sects, to 
snatch, if it were possible, the entire 
Italian nation from the bosom of the 
Church ... What we want is that the 
Christian faith be preserved as a 
whole, as the conviens is 
endangered when 


1 Il Thess. Il, 1-3. 


ib 


those who preside over the 
government of the people assign to 
the State the office of avenging 
human reason a primacy without 
measure and without law: which, 
once the luster has been removed, is 
nothing other than totally rejecting 
what has been revealed by God, and 
apostatizing absolutely from the 
Church ... It does not seem true that 
we have finally arrived at this 
extreme "2. 


A second time, the same Pontiff 
denounced the apostasy in a protest 
addressed to S. E. Cardinal Rampolla 
del Tindaro, his secretary of state: 
"The ultimate purpose of the 
occupation of Rome, we do not say in 
the minds of those who cooperated, 
but of the sects who were the first 


engines of it, it is not, or at least it is 
not all, in the fulfillment of political 
unity. No: that act of violence, which 
has few examples in history, was to 
serve as a means and be a prelude to 
If he stretched out his hand to tear 
apart the walls of the civil 
metropolis, it was done to better 
breach the priestly city: and to 
achieve the intent of closely 
attacking the spiritual power of the 
Popes, | began to tear down that 
propugnacle. land ... There are five 
decades that, looking around, Rome 
sees the opponents of Christian 
institutions and beliefs as masters of 
the field. Every more evil doctrine is 
spread: the person and the ministry 
of the V are vilified with impunity. 
icarius of God: opposed to Catholic 
dogma free thought, and to the chair 
of Peter the Masonic seat. And it was 


precisely to this nefarious set of 
ideas and facts that it was newly 
claimed to give the semblance of 
straightness and to be of stability, 
by means of the sealing of a new law 
and the sensational manifestations 
that they followed, captained openly 
by the enemy sect of God. Is this 
perhaps the triumph of the Italian 
cause, or rather the event of 
apostasy? 3 " 


A third time Leo XIII raised his voice 
in the grave allocution which he 
pronounced in the Consistory of April 
15, 1901: "Venerable Brothers, we 
are deeply troubled by the thought 
that the setbacks and obstacles 
surrounding Catholicism not only do 
not diminish, indeed from one to 
another part of Europe spread as if 
by contagion ... At this moment the 


manifest plan of the enemies of the 
Church to wage the fiercest war on 
Catholic institutions dominates; and 
to this end it would seem that they 
have formed a league Proof of this 
are the manifold facts that are being 
repeated from various quarters, that 
is the excitement of the plebs, the 
violent noises and threats that are 
launched publicly, the excitatory 
writings of the popular passions. 


ari, and the insults hurled without 
restraint against the most venerable 
things and people. All these are 
bleak clues to the future, nor is the 
fear that the present calamities even 
more calamitous have to follow. 
However, whatever the troubles and 
battles that tomorrow will bring, the 
Church, trusted in God, will not 


encounter or suffer anything for 
which she has to fear for herself. 
Governments, who do not see where 
they are going, have to fear 


2 Allocution pronounced by His 
Holiness Leo XIII in the secret 
consistory of 30 September 1889. 


3 To Cardinal Rampolla dei Tindaro, 
our secretary of state, - from the 
Vatican, 8 October 1895. - 7 - 


to tremble civil society, which faces 
the greater dangers the more it 
detaches itself from Christ the 
liberator "4. 


In the same year 1901 in a letter 
dated 29 June and addressed to the 
Superiors General of religious orders 
and institutes, Leo XIII still insisted 
on the danger of apostasy: "It is not 
surprising, wrote the clairvoyant 


Pontiff, who against orders and 
institutes religious, as in other 
times, the City of the world rages, 
especially that sect which, with 
sacrilegious pacts, is more closely 
bound to the prince himself of this 
world, and more slavishly obeys him. 
of Religious Orders is a skilful move 
to carry forward the meditated 
purpose of the apostasy of the 
Catholic nations from Jesus Christ "5. 


A fifth and final warning, Leo XIII 
gave it while weeping in the midst of 
the sacred College in response to an 
address from Cardinal Oreglia, 
concerning the legal subversion of 
the Congregations: "You have 
already violated the reasons of the 
Church and of the Catholic name in a 
hundred ways, here is going further 
along the same path, up to the legal 


subversion of holy Christian 
institutions ... Ah, it is not sincere 
love of public prosperity or civil 
increases that moves the architects 
of such disasters: what is wanted 
and sought is the collapse of 
Christian orders and the 
reconstitution of states on the basis 
of pagan naturalism. If it is written in 
heaven that among such bitterness 
this last relic is extinguished of Our 
day, we will close the weary pupils in 
resignation by blessing the Lord, but 
with the firm conviction in our hearts 
that, when the hour of mercy has 
come, he himself will rise to the 
salvation of the peoples, assigned as 
a legacy to the Only Begotten of God 
"6. 


And Leo XIII, the old man of the 
Vatican, fell asleep, in the peace of 
the Lord, on July 20, 1903. 


The first Encyclical of the new Pope, 
addressed to the Catholic world, is of 
an exceptional solemnity. Cardinal 
Sarto, patriarch of Venice, succeeded 
Leo XIII. He ascended and sat in the 
chair of St. Peter under the 
venerated and beloved name of Pius 
X. He therefore addressed all the 
Patriarchs, Primates, Archbishops, 
Bishops and other Ordinaries in 
peace and communion with the 
Apostolic See. Here is what he said 
to them: 


"In addressing you for the first time 
the word from the chair of the 
supreme apostolate, to which, by the 
inscrutable disposition of God, we 


were elevated, it is not necessary for 
us to remember with what tears and 
warm requests we strove to remove 
from us this formidable weight of the 
pontificate ... To pass on every other 
reason, we were terrified above all 
by the most dire conditions in which 
the human consortium now finds 
itself. 


4 Consistorial address on the 
dangers that threaten the Church 
and civil society, 15 August 1904. 

5 Letter of His Holiness Leo XIII to 
the superiors general; of Religious 
Orders and Institutes. 

6 Allocution of Leo XIII to the Sacred 
College given on December 28, 1902. 
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a very serious and profound malaise, 
which, growing more and more and 


corroding it to the core, brings it to 
ruin? You understand, O Venerable 
Brothers, what this disease is: 
apostasy from God ... In our days the 
people truly quivered against their 
own Creator and the peoples 
meditated on vain things7; so that 
the cry of God's enemies is common: 
Depart from us8. And in conformity 
with this, we see in most men all 
respect for the eternal God is 
extinguished, without any more 
regard to his supreme will in the 
manifestations of private and public 
life; that, indeed, with every effort, 
with every artifice it is sought that 
even the memory of God and his 
knowledge be completely destroyed. 


Anyone who considers all this is well 
right to fear that this perversity of 
mind is almost an essay and perhaps 


the beginning of evils, which are 
reserved for extreme times, and that 
the son of perdition of which the 
Apostle speaks is already in the 
world9. In fact, such is the audacity 
and anger with which religion is 
persecuted from all over, the 
dogmas of the faith are fought, and 
it boldly strives to root out, to 
annihilate every relationship of man 
with the Divinity! In that place, what 
exactly, according to the same 
Apostle, is the character 


proper age of the Antichrist, man 
himself with infinite temerity, has 
placed himself in the place of God, 
rising above all that is called God; so 
that, although he cannot entirely 
extinguish all news of God in himself, 
yet, having tampered with his 


majesty, he has made the universe 
almost a temple to himself to be 
worshiped there. He sits down in the 
temple of God, showing himself as if 
he were God "10. 


IV. 


We must agree. The energetic 
language of Pius X follows the grave 
warnings of Leo XIII. It is the 
apostasy in progress that the two 
Pontiffs denounce with perspicacity 
and apostolic firmness. The 
apostasy! prophesied by St. Paul. In 
fact, both in the language of the 
Apostle and in that of the Roman 
Pontiffs, it is not a question of an 
apostasy, that is, of a partial, limited 
defection, but, according to the 
energetic expression of the Greek, 
apostasy !, hJ aÓpostasi + a with the 
definitive article, that is the 


apostasy par excellence, consisting 
in the defection of the nations and of 
a large number of Christians, who 
will openly separate themselves from 
the Church and from Jesus Christ. 


And this apostasy, the two Popes 
show us on the march. Leo XIII began 
by denouncing the authors, pointing 
out their purpose, the means 
employed, and their path. 


The authors are the Prince of the 
world, Satan, and, under his rule, the 
perverse sect of the Freemasons, the 
enemy of God. 


The aim is the destruction of 
Christian institutions, the rejected 
religion of the ancestors, the 
reconstitution of states on the basis 
of pagan naturalism. 


7 Ps. Il, 1. 


8 Ibid. XXI, 14. 
9 Il Thess. Il, 3. 


10 Il Thess. Il, 2. - Encyclical of Holy 
Holiness Pius X: E supremi 
apostolatus cathedra. - 9 - 


The means employed are human 
reason erected as sovereign and 
without law, the suppression of all 
Christian teaching, the extinction of 
religious Orders and Institutes, the 
subjugation of faithful priests, the 
separation of civil society from the 
Church. 


The stages already covered are the 
capture of Rome, the earthly bulwark 
of spiritual power, the Masonic seat 
opposite the chair of Peter, the 
contagion that has spread from one 
point to another of Europe, and the 
official, national apostasy of 


France. , for the separation of the 
Church from the State. The lament of 
Leo XIII issued, on the decline of his 
life, in the consistory of 24 December 
1902, would have come true: a state, 
France, would have reconstituted 
itself on the basis of pagan 
naturalism! 


All this, Pius X summarized in his 
first Encyclical. Returning to the 
word apostasy, which fell so many 
times from the lips and pen of Leo 
XIII, he did not hesitate, like his 
august predecessor, to pronounce it 
again, on 11 June 1905, in his 
Encyclical Letter to the bishops of 
Italy. on Catholic Action: "Continuous 
tears are being made to the peaceful 
conquests of the Church, all the 
more painful and fatal, the more 
human society tends to stand up 


with principles contrary to the 
Christian concept, indeed to 
apostatize entirely from God" 11. 


But Pius X went even further. Having 
denounced the apostasy, he had the 
firmness to indicate what would 
happen, if it grew more and more 
every day. Let us quote again the 
very serious words of his first 
Encyclical: "Anyone who considers all 
this, well has reason to fear that this 
perversity of minds is almost an 
essay and perhaps the beginning of 
evils, which at the last times are 
reserved: and that it is already in the 
world the son of perdition, of whom 
the Apostle speaks ". 


V. 


The Antichrist! this is where the 
apostasy will end, when it will have 
reached in extension and perversity 


the degree assigned to it by divine 
patience. 


But would Pius X's words suggest 
that the Antichrist would already be 
in the world? It could not be said 
with certainty. It must truly be 
interpreted according to the 
following texts of St. John: "Since 
you heard that the Antichrist is 
coming, even now many have 
become antichrists" 12. - "Any spirit 
that divides Jesus is not of God: and 
this is an Antichrist, who you have 
heard that he is coming, and is 
already in the world from now on" 
13. - "Many impostors have gone out 
into the world, who do not confess 
that Jesus Christ came in the flesh: 
these are impostors and Antichrists" 
14. 


As in the past the true Christ, our 
Lord, had precursors, who were 
types of him and prophetic figures of 
him: Abel, Isaac, Joseph, David, 
Jonah, etc .; so by divine permission, 
the Antichrist also has his own: 
Antiochus Epiphanes, Nero, 
Diocletian, Galerius, Julian Apostate, 
Mohammed, etc. To the 


11 Encyclical Letter of Pius X to the 
Bishops of Italy on Catholic action. 


12 I JOAN. Il, 18. 


13 Ibid. IV, 8. 
14 IL JOAN. 7. 
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names of these precursors in the 
past, others could be added in the 
present. But what is painful and 
serious about it is that human 
society, incredulous and hostile, 


transforms itself, according to the 
observation of Pius X, into a true 
Antichrist. 


"Such is the audacity and anger with 
which religion is persecuted from all 
over, the dogmas of the faith are 
fought, and 


brazenly to weed, to annihilate every 
relationship of man with the Divinity! 
Instead, what, according to the same 
Apostle, is the proper character of 
the Antichrist, man himself, with 
infinite temerity, placed himself in 
the place of God, rising above all 
that is called God; so that, although 
it cannot extinguish, all news of God 
entirely in itself, even if God's 
majesty has been tampered with, has 
made the universe almost a temple 
to itself to be worshiped there. He 


sits down in the temple of God, 
showing himself as if he were God ", 
said Pius X. 


In past centuries, only a few 
perverse men or nefarious sects had 
represented the Antichrist: in our 
days, it is man in general, it is 
rebellious humanity that takes its 
place next to the ancient Antichrists, 
preparing the extraordinary 
Antichrist, the Antichrist properly 
said. 


Indeed, this Antichrist proper is 
clearly announced. If, in the texts 
cited above, St. John is concerned 
only with perverse men, who, 
animated by the spirit of the 
Antichrist, can be considered as his 
precursors and deserve to bear his 
name, he suggests, as does Pius X, 
that towards the end of the world, 


someone will rise to be the bitter 
adversary of our Lord, his rival, 
according to the word Antichrist, 
which means against Christ, the 
adversary of Christ. 


Who then will be this mysterious 
example of which certain perverse 
men would have been nothing but 
pale figures? 
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CHAPTER Il. 


THREE PORTRAITS OF THE 
ANTICHRIST 


DRAWN PROPHETICALLY IN THE 
BIBLE. 


SUMMARY. - I. Portrait in the book of 
Daniel: The little growing horn. - Il. 
Portrait in the Apocalypse of St. 


John: The Beast. - Ill. Portrait in the 
second epistle of St. Paul to the 
Thessalonians: The man of sin. 


THE. 


In the Bible there are three portraits 
of the Antichrist. 


The first portrait is in the book of 
Daniel: THE SMALL GROWING HORN. 
- "I was observing in the nocturnal 
vision, and behold a fourth beast, 
terrible and prodigious and 
extraordinarily strong; she had large 
iron teeth; she ate and tore apart ..., 
and had ten horns. 15 another small 
horn emerges from among these; 
and three of the first horns were 
quick to her at the appearance of 
this one; and behold, in this horn 
were eyes, almost human eyes, and 
a mouth that peddled great things ... 
The horror he took me: I, Daniel, was 


terrified by such things; and my 
visions troubled me. | approached 
one of the assistants16, and he 
asked him the truth of all these 
things ... | longed to be informed 
about the ten horns ... and to the 
other horn that had come out, at the 
appearance of which three comas 
had fallen and how that horn had big 
eyes and a smashing mouth, and was 
greater than all the others. | was 
watching, and behold that horn he 
made war against the saints and 
surpassed them ... And the an frost 
spoke to me like this: ... The ten 
horns will be ten kings; and another 
will rise after them, and be more 
mighty than the first; and will 
humiliate three royalty. And he will 
speak badly against the Most High 
and trample on the saints of the 
Most High and he will believe that he 


can change the times and the laws; 
and all things will be placed in his 
hand for a time, two times, and half 
a time. And the judgment will be 
seated, so that power is taken away 
from him, and he may be destroyed 
and perish forever "17. 


In this small growing horn the 
Fathers, and especially St. Irenaeus, 
Theodoret, Lactantius, St. Jerome, 
modern commentators, Maldonato, 
Cornelius a Lapide, Calmet, etc., and 
several contemporary Catholic and 
Protestant exegetes, have seen with 
good reason the figure of the 
Antichrist. The horn is the symbol of 
strength and power. Among some 
animals it is the great offensive and 
defensive weapon. 


Before the Assyriological discoveries 
it was very difficult to explain why 


Daniel preferably used this symbol to 
describe the Antichrist. Today 
nothing is more natural. In the midst 
of the Chaldeans, among whom this 
lived 


15 This extraordinary animal, so 
terrible that Daniel could hardly find 
words to describe it, represents, in 
the vision, the Roman Empire, It 
succeeds the lion (Chaldean Empire), 
the bear (Medo-Persian Empire), the 
leopard (Empire of Alexander). 
(Daniel VII, 1-7). - The ten horns, 
round cipher, represent kings or 
powerful kingdoms formed by the 
crumbling of the Roman Empire 
caused by the Barbarians. From 
these different states will one day 
arise the little growing horn, the 
Antichrist. 


16 One of the heavenly spirits. 


17 Daniel VII, 7, 8, 15, 16, 19, 20, 21, 
23, 24, 25, 26. 
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prophet, the statues of the 
Babylonian gods and kings wore 
horns on the tiaras. Arranged with 
grace at the base of these tiaras 
and, placed one on top of the other, 
they formed true ornaments18. It is 
therefore very natural that divine 
inspiration, wishing to characterize 
the development and power of the 
dominion of the Antichrist, induced 
Daniel, who lives and writes in 
Babylon, to represent him under the 
symbol of a small growing horn. 


The Second portrait is in the 
Apocalypse: THE BEAST. - "I saw a 
beast that came up from the sea, 


which had seven heads and ten 
horns, and on its horns ten diadems, 
and above its heads names of 
blasphemy. And the beast which | 
saw was like the pardo, and its feet 
like bear's feet and his mouth like a 
lion's mouth, and the dragon gave to 
it his strength and great power. And 
I saw one of his heads as wounded to 
death: but his deadly wound was 
healed, and all how much the earth 
followed the beast with admiration. 
And they worshiped the dragon who 
gave power to the beast; and they 
worshiped the beast saying, Who is 
to compare with the beast? and who 
can fight with it? And fulle given a 
mouth to speak great things and 
blasphemies and she was given 
power to act for forty-two months. 
Therefore she opened her mouth in 
blasphemies against God, to 


blaspheme his name and his 
tabernacle and the inhabitants of 
heaven. And it was granted to her to 
make war with the saints and to 
overcome them. And they gave 
power over every tribe and people 
and tongue and nation all those who 
inhabit the earth, whose names are 
not written in the book of life of the 
Lamb, who was killed from the 
beginning of the world "19. 


In this second portrait the Antichrist 
is resembled a monstrous Beast. In 
fact, it cannot be doubted that this 
beast, equipped with all the power of 
Satan and worshiped with him, is not 
the figure of the Antichrist. 


Such has been the common 
sentiment of Christian commentators 
from ancient times down to us. The 


use of this expression the beast 
shows that, in the being in question, 
the bestial character will dominate, 
instead of human feelings. The 
pardo's skin, the bear's feet and the 
lion's throat still indicate that it will 
unite in itself shrewdness, ferocity 
and strength. 


With good reason, therefore, 
exegetes equally recognize in the 
Beast of the Apocalypse the symbol 
of the City of evil with the great 
pagan empires that have succeeded 
it. But all these pagan empires of the 
City of Evil end and are summed up 
in the person of the Antichrist. 
Prophets often present and 
understand, under one single figure, 
several things that will happen at 
different times, when they have 
some relationship to each other. It is 


evident from the explanation that 
was given to St. John in another 
vision of the Beast, symbol, this 
time, of the City of evil20: "The angel 
said to me: The seven heads are the 
seven 


18 The Longpérior, describing a 
Syriac idol, says: "The bull horns that 
surround the tiara of this figure are a 
sign of power and glory ... The way 
in which the horns are arranged at 
the base of the tiara explains to us 
how the Prophet Daniel conceived 
the arrangement of the ten horns of 
the fourth symbolic animal which he 
saw in a dream ". (Notices des 
antiquités assyriennes, p. 30). 


19 Apoc. XII, 1-8. 
20 Apoc. XVII, 1-18. 
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mountains, upon which the woman 
sits, and there are seven kings (or 
empires). Five fell, one is, and the 
other is not yet: and, once it is, it 
must last a short time "21. All the 
malice and all the power of these 
different empires, which have 
followed one another in the City of 
evil, figured by the Beast and its 
accessories, will be seen personified 
and summarized in a single 
individual: in the Antichrist. 


The third portrait is in the second 
letter to the Thessalonians: THE MAN 
OF SIN. - "The apostasy must first be 
followed and the man of sin 
manifested, the son of perdition, 
who opposes and exalts himself 
above all that is said to be God, or 
worships himself, so that he will sit 


in the temple of God , pretending to 
be God ... And then that iniquitous 
will be manifested, to which the Lord 
Jesus will kill, with the breath of his 
mouth, and will annihilate him with 
the splendor of his coming. and with 
lying signs and wonders, and with all 
the seductions of iniquity for those 
who are lost, for not having 
embraced the love of truth to be 
saved. And therefore God will send 
them the operation of error, so much 
so that let them believe in the lie, so 
that all those who have not believed 
in the truth, but are pleased with 
iniquity, are judged22 ". 


This time, it is the man who 
appeared, with precisely designated 
features, but the man opposed to 
Christ and the Church, the man of 
sin, the son of perdition. "There is no 


doubt, says St. Augustine, that the 
Apostle does not speak here of the 
Antichrist" 23. 


From these three prophetic portraits, 
compared with each other, 
explanations can be drawn about the 
person, the kingdom, the 
persecution and the end of the 
Antichrist. We will classify these 
explanations in the following 
paragraphs: Certain things, - 
probable things, - undecided things, 
- fantastic things. 


21 Apoc. XVII, 9, 10. 


22 Il Ep. to the Tess. n, 3, 4, 8, 9, 10, 
11. 


23 S. AUGUSTINE, From the City of 
God, lib. XX, 19. 


STA E 


Those things that are not established 
neither by the unanimous consent of 
the Fathers, nor by precise texts of 
Sacred Scripture are undecided. 


FIRST THING UNDECESSED: - The 
nationality of the Antichrist. 


According to several Fathers of the 
Church, followed by some exegetes, 
the Antichrist will emerge from the 
Jewish race and, also, from the tribe 
of Dan. 


Here we are dealing, argues Bossuet, 
not with dogma or authority, but 
with conjecture106. 


We add that these conjectures are 
not founded on any solid foundation. 


lst And first in relation to the Jewish 
race. The reasons attached are as 


follows, to which we will reply 
briefly. 


a) Daniel, announcing the Antichrist, 
represented him in the form of a 
small horn. Now, concludes 
Theodoret: "Daniel calls the 
Antichrist a little horn, because he 
Will be born from the small tribe of 
the Jews" 107. 


Answer: Only to judge the dizzying 
march of the Antichrist and the 
development of his kingdom, Daniel 
points to him at the beginning under 
the symbol of a small horn which 
then becomes bigger and stronger 
than the others108. 


b) Daniel109 says: "A vilified prince 
will occupy his place, and the honor 
of king will not be given to us: and 
he will come secretly and take over 
the kingdom by fraud." 


St. Jerome explains: "According to 
our commentators, this will be 
accomplished at the end of the world 
by the Antichrist, who must arise 
from a small nation, that is, from the 
Jewish people: his principles will be 
so humble and he will be vilified that 
they will not be granted royal 
honors; but he will obtain power with 
intrigues and cunning "110. 


Answer: This text, in the literal 
sense, refers not to the Antichrist 
but to Antiochus in whom he came 
true with scrupulous accuracy. 
Despite the nickname of Epiphanes 
(the illustrious), decreed by the 
adulation of some subjects, 
Antiochus is now in reality a very 
cowardly man with brutal instincts. 
Even the people did not take long to 
parody this nickname transforming it 


into Epimane (the senseless) 111. It 
is possible that the Autichrist was 
portrayed in this Antiochus, in which 
the interpretation reported by St. 
Jerome will later come true, is 
possible, but the thing remains 
undecided. 


c) "Christ being born of the Hebrews, 
the Antichrist will also have the 
same origin" 112. 


This is the reason given by St. 
Hippolytus the martyr. 


Answer: This is a mere supposition, 
in the form of an antithesis. 


106 BOSSUET, Apocalypse, pref., $ 
18. 


107 THEODORETUS, Oratio 7 in 
Danielem. 


108 DAN. VII, 8, 20. 


109 Id. XI, 21. 
110 HIERONIM., In Danielem, XI, 21. 


111 FILLION, La Sainte Bible 
comment. 


112 HIPPOLYT., De consumatione 
mundi. 
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d) There is an opinion, admitted as 
probable, according to which the 
Jews will acclaim the Antichrist as 
the Messiah they await. Now they 
would not be induced to do so, if 
they did not know that the Antichrist 
will be of the same race as theirs, 
that is, of Jewish origin. This is how 
Malvenda113 thinks. 


Reply. Over the centuries, the Jews 
have acclaimed all the enemies of 
Jesus Christ and of the Church, 
whatever their origin, and have 


become their auxiliaries. In the great 
Sanhedrin, held in Paris in 1807, 
they covered the name of Napoleon 
with praise and biblical flowers 
reserved exclusively for the 
Messiah114, and Napoleon too was 
not of Jewish blood. They recognized 
the Messiah even in the famous 
principles of the French Revolution: 
"The Messiah came for us on 
February 28, 1790 with the 
Declaration of Human Rights" 115. 
With stronger reason, why would 
they not recognize him in an 
extraordinary being, even if the 
Antichrist was not of their race? 


e) The Antichrist | must come out of 
the tribe of Dan, one of the twelve 
tribes of Israel. He will therefore be 
of Jewish origin. 


Reply. Of all the reasons attached, 
the latter is the strongest. It is 
evident, in fact, that if the Antichrist 
must be of Danite blood, his Jewish 
nationality remains indisputable. But 
will he have to be? 


2. Will the Antichrist descend from 
the tribe of Dan? 


To this question, most of the 
Fathers, we must confess, answer in 
the affirmative: The Antichrist will be 
of the ancient Jewish tribe of Dan. 


For this opinion are S. Ireneo, S. 
Ippolito, S. Ambrogio, S. Agostino, S. 
Prospero, Theodoreto, S. Eucherio, S. 
Anastasio il Sinaita, S. Gregorio 
Magno, S. Isidoro, the Venerable 
Beda, S. Anselmo, Riccardo da San 
Vittore, S. Antonino, and many other 
exegetes. 


What do they support their opinion 
on? Above the following three 
scriptures: 


a) Above a passage from Jacob's 
famous prophecy, in which the dying 
patriarch reveals the future of the 
twelve tribes of Israel, represented 
by his twelve sons. Arriving at Dan, 
he exclaims: "Let Dan become a 
snake on the road, in the path a 
ceraste, which bites the nail of the 
horse, to make the rider fall 
backwards" 116. 


The ceraste, or the horned serpent, 
is one of the most harmful reptiles. It 
hides in the dust and rushes to the 
rider and his mount. From these 
frightening images the 
aforementioned Fathers concluded 
that the Antichrist will belong to the 
tribe of Dan. 


Reply. The meaning of this prophecy 
IS 


that Dan will make up for what he 
lacks in strength with cunning. 
Cunning is not vilified by the 
Orientals, on the contrary it is 
esteemed as cleverness. This 
character, which combines the 
strength with the 


113 Malvenda, De Antichr., Lib. III, 
chap. v. "Cum exploratum sit 
Antichristuin Judaeis pro vero 
Messiah recipiendum, quis nescit 
Judaos nullum unquam pro Messiah 
habituros, cuiusiginem non habeant 
compertam Judaici sanguinis esse". 


114 Procés-verbaux du Grand 
Sanhédrin. 


115 Arch. Israél, ann. 1817, p. 801. 


116 Gen. XLIX, 17. 
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cunning and cunning, and where 
necessary it makes up for strength 
with cunning, already appeared in 
the expedition of the Danites against 
Lais117: but it is above all in 
Samson, a native of the tribe of Dan, 
that this prophecy has received a 
wonderful fulfillment. All the snares 
set by Samson to the Philistines are 
well known. But in this text, there is 
no clue that authorizes us to refer it 
to the Antichrist, although Cornelius 
a Lapide says: "Jacob ad litteram 
haec praedixit de Sansone, allegorice 
de Antichristo" 118. 


b) Above a text by Jeremiah: "From 
Dan the neighing of his horses was 
heard, the earth was wagered at the 
resounding roar of his fighters. And 


they came and devoured the earth 
and its riches, cities and their 
inhabitants "119. 


Reply. This is about the Chaldean 
invasion. Nebuchadnezzar's army has 
arrived in Dan on the northern 
frontier of Palestine. The resounding 
roar of the fighters can already be 
heard. And Jeremiah, who preached 
penance in vain, adds: "My pain 
passes all pain, | carry an anguished 
heart" 120. And therefore 
Nebuchadnezzar, raised up by God to 
be his avenger, who is announced as 
coming from Dan, and not the 
Antichrist. 


c) Above the silemio that St. John 
maintains regarding Dan in the 
enumeration that he makes of the 
tribes of Israel, in chapter VII of the 
Apocalypse. This conclusion was 


drawn: Since all the tribes of Israel, 
except that of Dan, supply their 
contingent to the heavenly Jerusalem 
described by St. John in this chapter, 
it is undoubtedly in hatred of the 
Antichrist that the tribe of Dan is not 
nominated. 


Answer: The silence of St. John, if it 
is real, proves nothing, since in most 
of the biblical enumerations there is 
always some tribe omitted. Now it is 
that of Levi121, now that of 
Simeon122. Moreover, it is not 
certain that the silence of St. John is 
real, and one can think with Calmet 
that this apostle did not omit Dan. 
One of the first copyists, deceived by 
the similarity of D and M will have 
read Man instead of Dan, and he 
must have written Man, short for 
Manasseh, which would later pass 


into the text. The hypothesis is all 
the more plausible because the 
presence of Manasseh in the 
enumeration of the Apocalypse has 
no reason to exist, since this tribe is 
only a division of the tribe of Joseph, 
whose name is mentioned in this 
passage. 


Although the three enclosed 
scriptural texts are not sufficient to 
prove the Danite origin of the 
Antichrist, nevertheless one should 
take into account the authority of 
the Fathers who use these texts 
when they are based on a tradition. 
Now this is entirely missing from the 
present question. Not only do they 
make no mention of any positive 
tradition, but most use dubitative 
expressions such as: You think 
(existimatur) 123 ... I think it (ego 


arbitror) 124 ... Some refer (nonnulli 
ferunt) 125 .. It is reported (fertur) 
126 ... 


117 Judges, XVIII, 28, 29. 
118 CORN. A LAP., Gen. XLIX. 
119 JEREM. VIII, 16. 

120 JEREM. VIII, 18. 

121 Num. XIII. 

122 Deuter. XXIII. 

123 S. AUGUSTINE. 

124 THEODORETUS. 

23. 


Some say (dicunt quidam) 127 ... etc. 
If to these expressions, which denote 
personal opinions rather than a 
tradition, we add the lack of 
unanimity of the Fathers, and also 
the historical and indubitable fact 


that, after twenty centuries, all the 
tribes of Israel are confused in an 
inextricable confusion and the 
genealogies have perished, it will be 
agreed that the opinion that gives 
birth to the Antichrist from the tribe 
of Dan is highly questionable. 


In short, the Jewish nationality of the 
Antichrist remains undecided. It is 
neither certain nor probable, but 
only possible; nothing more. The 
event alone will settle the question. 


SECOND THING UNDECESSED: The 
name of the Antichrist. 


St. John indicated it in an extremely 
mysterious way giving only the 
number of this name: "That no one 
can buy or sell, except who has the 
character, or the name of the Beast, 
or the number of his name ... Who 
has intelligence calculate the name 


of the Beast; for it is the number of a 
man, and its number six hundred 
sixty six "128. 


The ancients, and especially the 
Hebrews, Greeks, and Latins, used 
the letters of the alphabet as 
numbers. Each letter thus had its 
numeral value. By adding the 
numerical value of the letters used in 
this passage, a number was 
obtained, and with the letters 
representing the total, a name was 
found. The name of the Beast being 
666, it is therefore undertaken to 
transform 


re the digits of this number in letters 
and compose the mysterious name of 
the Antichrist. We tried in Greek, in 
Hebrew, in Latin. Useless effort! The 
results obtained differ too much from 


each other to be able to see anything 
precise and definitive. According to 
the value of the Greek readers, the 
name of the Antichrist would be one 
of the following: 


Lateinof$, Latin (according to St. 
Irenaeus). 


Teitan, Titan (Id.). 

Genserikof, (according to Ruperto). 
Maome / tif, Mohammed 

Lampe / tif$, Splendid. 


ApoBa / th$f,, B ligature for st, 
Apostata (according to Cornelius a 
Lapide) ... etc. 


a-l 
p= 80 
o = 70 


B=6 


a-l 


t= 300 
h=8 
s — 200 


125 S. GREGORIO MAGNO, RUPERTO. 
126 ANDREA DI CESAREA. 

127 BEDA, ALCUINO. 

128 Apoc. XXII, 17, 18. 

2: 32 

666 


According to the value of the Hebrew 
letters, the name of the Antichrist 
would be Latinus (Latin) - Nero Cesar 
- Elion Adonai Jéhova hakados 
(Altissimus Dominus Jehova sanctus) 
(according to the Malvenda) 129. 


E or 70 


1130 

iy 10 
ow6 

n N 50 

A to 1 
d(o)d4 
n (a) n 50 
I y 10 

J (e) y 10 
h(o)h5 
vw6 

at 5 o'clock 
h(a)h5 
k (a) q 100 
d (0) d 

s C 300 


666 


According to the value of the Latin 
letters, the name of the Antichrist 
Marebbe: Diocles Augustus 
(Diocletian), proposed by Bossuet - 
Cajus Cesar (Caligula), etc. 


From these various examples it can 
be concluded that he labored in vain 
to discover the name of the man of 
sin. What remains to be decided. 
After all, "it is far from being sure 
that it is necessary to look for a 
proper name of a man, or without a 
title of dignity, in the number 666. 
We are faced with a riddle of which 
the apostle Saint John perhaps never 
revealed the secret to some, since 
the most ancient commentators and 
St. Irenaeus himself, although he 
knew some disciples of St. John, have 


proposed the explanation with 
hesitation and uncertainty. Whole 
pages would be needed to 
enumerate only the characters they 
believed to recognize in this number. 
But perhaps only the future will 
reveal the explanation of the 
enigma, and 


129 MALVENDA, De Antichr. lib. IX. 
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when the true Antichrist has 
appeared, what is so dark today, will 
then be as clear as the light of day 
"130. 


It is known that in the Freemason 
sect numbers are in great vogue131. 
Each degree is characterized by a 
special number. And couldn't it be 
the same as the names? Who knows? 
This number 666 perhaps indicates 


the number e, the name that the 
Antichrist will bring to the secret 
societies that will not fail to hurry to 
follow him. 


THIRD INDECISIVE THING: The seat of 
the Antichrist empire. 


Here again two opinions 


1° The first presents itself with Saint 
Irenaeus who expresses himself 
thus: "The Antichrist, in the time of 
his reign, will transfer the seat of his 
empire to the terrestrial Jerusalem" 
132. Behind Saint Irenaeus there are 
Saint Hippolytus, Sulpice Severus, 
Andrew Bishop of Cesarea, Areta, 
Rabano, Sandero, Bellarmino, Becan, 
Viegas, Lessius, Ferrerius, Cornelio a 
Lapide and also the learned Suarez, 
whose words: "It is credible that the 
kingdom of the Antichrist will be 
established especially among the 


Jews, and that he will rebuild the city 
of their fathers of which they have 
always boasted as of his temple 
"133. 


Followers of this opinion are 
founded: 


a) Above a text of the Apocalypse 
which says that the two witnesses of 
God, Enoch and Elijah, opposed to 
the Antichrist, will be put to death in 
the great city where the Lord of 
them was also crucified134. These 
words, according to Jerusalem, it was 
concluded that if these two 
witnesses are put to death in this 
city, it means that the Autichrist will 
have the seat of his empire there. 


b) This opinion is still based on 
reasons of convenience. 


As in Judea, and more especially in 
Jerusalem, Christ, in the time of his 
earthly life, established the seat of 
his spiritual empire; as there he was 
born, lived, preached, did his 
miracles of him, established the 
Gospel, was crucified and died there, 
resurrected there, ascended to 
heaven; the Church was born there; 
in a word the whole divine economy 
preordained since eternity for the 
salvation of mankind was fulfilled: so 
for all these reasons the Antichrist, 
inspired by Satan, will return, to fully 
fulfill his infernal mission as an 
adversary of Christ, on all the stages 
of the Savior's life, to fight them, 
obscure them, destroy them. To this 
end, he will establish in Jerusalem 
the seat of his diabolical empire of 
him. 


Furthermore, if the Antichrist worked 
differently, could he be accepted as 
Messiah by the Jews, who dream of 
an earthly glory for Jerusalem and 
imagine that this city will become, in 
the future, the seat of the Messianic 
empire? This last reason seems to be 
corroborated in our day by the 
appearance of Zionism. Here is the 
program: "The time has not yet come 
to reconstitute this Jewish 
nationality for which, from the 
bottom of 


130 VIGOUROUX, Les Livres saints et 
la critique rationaliste, t. IV. 


131 SUN BENOIT, La Franc- 
Massonnerie, t. I, p. 217-262. Paris 
1886. 


132 IREN., Adv. haeres., lib. V, chap. 
XXV. 


133 SUAREZ, De Antichr. sect. V, ob. 
YOU. 
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CHAPTER IV. 


THE CHAMPIONS OF THE CHRISTIAN 
TRUTH 


AGAINST THE ANTICHRIST. 


SUMMARY. -I. The Church in your 
hierarchy. - II. A legion of Doctors, - 
Ill. The faithful people. - IV. Enoch 
and Elijah. 
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What these champions of the faith 
will be, St. Augustine expressed in 
this cry of admiration: "That we are 
in comparison with the saints and 
faithful of the last times, he knows 
to prove them, God will unleash an 
enemy155, against whom, although 
chained, we can only fight with great 
dangers? "156 Saint Hippolytus said 
again:" Oh happy are those who win 
such a tyrant! They will be, it must 
be confessed, more illustrious and 
more heroic than their predecessors 
"157. 


What then will these heroes of the 
future be? 


First of all the Church itself, the 
militant Church, close to her 
hierarchy, with her august Head, 
with the bishops, with the priests, 
with the religious, with all her 


ministers. No provision, however 
cunning and oppressive, will have 
the power to shut their mouths. 
When the pilgrim, in the city of the 
Popes, visits the underground church 
of S. Maria in Via Lata, once a prison, 
he reads, feeling moved, five words 
engraved in the walls, a reproduction 
of those that, in that same place, the 
apostle St. Paul wrote to his disciple 
Timothy: "The word of God is not 
chained, Verbum Dei non est 
alligatum" 158. The apostle St. Paul 
himself was the living demonstration 
of this new axiom. Free, he preaches 
on almost all the regions of the then 
known world; prisoner, he never 
stops preaching. 


The word of God is not chained! After 
the apostles, these words were 
repeated by all the members of the 


Catholic hierarchy. They were still 
vibrating, and, for a few years, on 
the lips of the venerable archbishop 
of Paris, of such sweet and dear 
memory, Cardinal Guibert, when, to a 
ministerial circular which had the 
pretension of regulating the orders 
of bishops, he gave this calm and a 
proud reply: "Mr. Minister, the word 
of a bishop is not chained, just as a 
ray of sunshine is not chained". 


The word of God is not chained! 
These words will still be, according 
to the attitude that the Antichrist 
will take, the response of the Church. 
The Church will remain unshakable in 
the mission entrusted to her by her 
divine Founder: "Go and instruct all 
peoples, teaching them to observe 
everything 


155 "Et (anqelus) apprehendit 
draconem, serpentm antiquum, qui 
est diabolus et satanas; et ligavit 
eum per annos mille ... et post haec, 
oportet illum solvi modico tempore". 
(Apoc XX, 2, 3). 


156 S. AUG., Civit. Gods, lib. XX, n. 8. 
157 S. HIPPOL. De consumm. mundi. 
158 Il Timoth. Il, 9. 
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that I have commanded you. And 


here | am with you all the days until 
the end of the ages "159. 


To teach the Christian truth, to mark 
it to all peoples, to teach it every 
day, to teach it until the end of the 
centuries, such are the precept and 
the prophecy. Nothing can prevent 
its completion. And if the torrents of 
persecution, swelling more and 


more, grow and grow again, do we 
want to know what will happen to 
the Church? As the waters of the 
flood increased, says a mysterious 
text of Genesis, the ark, quiet about 
her destiny, rose very high from the 
earth: Elevaverunt arcam in sublime 
a terra160. The sublime! yes, here, 
for the Church the effects of 
persecutions. She reached the 
sublime and spoke from very high, 
when, in the age of Julian the 
Apostate, to the injunction made her 
to cease all teaching, she replied 
with voices called Anastasio, 
Gregorio di Nazianzo, Agostino, 
Giovanni Crisostomo! The Church will 
still reach the sublime when, in the 
persecution of the Antichrist, more 
formidable than all those she will 
have suffered, she will continue her 
mission with a firmness already 


celebrated by the magnificent word 
of Fr. Lacordaire: "The princes will do 
well, thundered one day the 
illustrious Dominican from the pulpit 
of Our Lady of Paris, congregate to 
fight the prerogatives of the Church, 
ugly them with vile names, in order 
to make it hateful, they may well cry 
out, that it is an excessive power, 
which ruins the States: we will leave 
them say, and we will continue to 
preach the truth ... If they send us 
into exile, if they drive us into 
prisons, if they chain us in the mines, 
we will do the same in exile, in 
prison, in the mines; if they make us 
leave a kingdom, we will enter 
another. But if they expelled us from 
all places, if the power of the 
Antichrist ever came to extend over 
the whole earth, then as it was 
already in the first entry of the 


Church, we will r we will learn in the 
tombs and catacombs. 


Finally, if they were persecuting us 
even in these last rooms of misery, if 
they made us go up to the gallows, 
in every well-born heart we will find 
the last refuge, because we will not 
have despaired of the truth, justice 
and freedom of the human race "161. 


The second champion of Christian 
truth against the Antichrist 


More about excessive 
excessive 

ik'sesiv 

Definitions of excessive 
adjective 

1 


more than is necessary, normal, or 
desirable; immoderate. 


"he was drinking excessive amounts 
of brandy" 


Synonyms: 


immoderate intemperate imprudent 
overindulgent unrestrained 
unrestricted uncontrolled uncurbed 
unbridled lavish extravagant 
superfluous superabundant 
exorbitant extortionate 
unreasonable outrageous undue 
uncalled for extreme inordinate 
unwarranted unnecessary needless 
disproportionate too much 
informal:over the top OTT a bit much 


Examples of excessive 
format quote 


he was drinking excessive amounts 
of brandy 


or it will be a phalanx of doctors 
raised up by God in those times of 
trial. The doctors, beneficent stars, 
have never been lacking in the 
Church. But then in a very special 
way this phalanx of doctors will 
receive, for the defense and 
consolation of the good, a greater 
understanding of our holy Scriptures. 
The prophet Daniel announced this in 
another passage of his book, equally 
consecrated to the persecution of 
the Antichrist: "The wicked, he says, 
will work wickedly, and 


159 S. MATTH. XXVIII, 19, 20. 


160 Gen. VII, 17. Multiplicatae sunt 
aquae et elevaverunt arcam in 
sublime a terra ". 


161 LACORDAIRE, Confer. VI: On the 
relations of the Church with the 
temporal order, t. Il, p. III, Paris, 
1858.-43- 


none of the wicked will understand, 
but the scientists will understand 
"162. Which means that while the 
wicked, blinded, will fulfill the last 
prophecies, as the Jews once did, 
without understanding them, the 
doctors of the Church, enlightened 
by new lights and penetrating the 
most obscure of these prophecies, 
they will find there the explanation 
of the events of this age, and, by 
guarding the faithful against the 
artifices of the Antichrist, they will 
keep them firmly and confidently, in 
fidelity to the Church and to her 
divine teachings, even at the cost of 
Under the fiery word of the doctors 


of truth, Christian teaching, however 
persecuted and beaten it may be, 
will still shine with such splendor, 
and so many owe it to their 
perseverance, that the prophet 
Daniel himself, in a summary 
description of life future, drawn up in 
a quick way, is the exception of 
these doctors of the last times; he 
stops before them and shows them 
with his finger: "These, he says, who 
will have taught many justice, they 
will shine like stars for the whole 
eternity "163. 


The third champion of Christian truth 
against the Antichrist will be the 
Christian people, who have remained 
faithful. Was this not the case with 
the Jewish people at the time of the 
persecution of Antiochus? "The 


people who know their God will 
stand still and act" 164. The people 
who know his God! Unlike the 
apostates, there will therefore be a 
people of faithful, and this people of 
faithful will show themselves to be 
highly, energetically attached to the 
law. "We believe, says Saint 
Augustus, that neither the 
conversions nor the apostasies will 
be lacking in the Church; but the 
parents to have their children 
baptized, and the neophytes, will 
explain so much strength, that they 
will triumph over the unleashed 
devil; and all the most perfidious 
tricks , the most violent efforts will 
be useless against their wise 
vigilance and their unshakable 
firmness ... Because, it must be 
confessed, if the charity of so many 
is cooled by seeing the triumphant 


iniquity, and if the devil, freed from 
his chains, succeeds with 
unprecedented persecutions, with 
tricks hitherto unknown, to make 
many fall who are not written in the 
book of life: we must still believe 
that not only the faithful who will 
emerge victorious from the test of 
that time, but also many infidels, 
aided by the grace of God and by 
meditating on the Scriptures, which 
predict the end of the times they will 
feel approaching, they will then find 
more firmness to believe what they 
did not believe, and more strength to 
overcome the de unleashed monio 
"165. 


162 DAN, XII, 10. 
163 DAN. XII, 3. 
164 Id. XI, 32. 


165 S. AUGUST., Civit. Dei, lib, XX, n. 
8. - "Erunt ergo multi electi qui non 
vincentur, et in quibus Ecelesia 
manebit. Et ideo in Apoc. Semper 
ponitur illa limitatio: Adoraverunt 
bestiam omnes qui inhabitant 
terram, quorum non s unt nomina 
scripta in libro vitae. Patres etiam 
supra citati supponunt tunc futuros 
esse multos, si eximios martyres, qui 
usque ad mortem erunt in fide 
constantes; ergo equally in montibus 
et speluncis perseverabunt multi 
confessores, qui superstites 
manebunt post mortem Antichristi. 
At in eis non deficiet usus 
sacramentorum et satrificii 
Eucharistici in locis abditis. 
Persecutores enim non polerunt haec 
auferre, nisi in eorum cognitione 
venerint; non - 44 - 


But here's the wonder. Daniel's 
prophecy adds: "And the doctors of 
the People will enlighten many 
people, and they will run to meet the 
sword, and the flames, and slavery, 
and the despoiling of substances for 
many days" 166. The expression is 
remarkable: the people's doctors! 
What! Is not this title of doctors, 
pointed out by the prophet, reserved 
in the Church? is it not the title of 
the privileged minds who have 
consumed their vigils in the often 
arduous acquisition of truth? He 
does not say: the doctors of the 
Church, but the doctors of the 
people! ... Let us admire the divine 
delicacies: The Holy Spirit attributes 
this title of doctor, just reward of 
ingenuity combined with work, 
equally, and with infinite justice, to 
the poor. common people whom the 


greatness of their faith has 
transformed into apostles. Who has 
not met these doctors of the people 
on his way? some obscure worker, a 
humble servant, even children. They 
fell from their lips like beams of 
light, it was love that made them 
gush out, love 


and that he sees very far, often 
farther than intelligence. Around the 
cradle of her faith, our city of Lyon 
understood these doctors of the 
people, and then, in her gratitude, 
she no longer separated the humble 
Blandina from the great saint 
Irenaeus! This will also happen with 
those doctors of the people in whom 
the Church in recent times will find 
one of her main strengths, to stand 
up to the Antichrist. Intrepid 


apostles of Christian truths, they will 
make them resound in the 
workshops, in the shops, in the 
canteens and in the countryside. 
Even the Antichrist will hate them, 
regarding them as one of the 
greatest obstacles to the 
establishment of his tyrannical 
kingdom. He will haunt them fiercely. 
Some will fall under the sword, 
others for flames and slavery and for 
the despoiling of substances for 
many days. What will be the number 
of these children of the people, both 
doctors and martyrs? ... The Lord has 
kept the secret to himself. But 
however vast the field of their 
battles may be, let us greet them 
from now on: the children of the 
people will fall there for the cause of 
Christ and his truths! 


IV. 


Three samples have already passed 
under our review: the Church, the 
doctors, the faithful people. There 
remains a fourth sample, reserved as 
extraordinary help, and of which one 
cannot speak without a certain 
reserve, due to the mystery that 
surrounds it: this is the return and 
the simultaneous preaching of Enoch 
and Elijah, probably designated in 
the Apocalypse under the name of 
two witnesses 167. 


Here is what can be said about it, 
according to Tradition and Scripture: 


a) It is certain that Enoch and Elijah 
are not dead, since Enoch, as Saint 
Paul says, was transported so that 
he would not see death168, and 
Elijah having ascended to 


perittet autem Deus daemonem aut 
omnia cunctorum abdita loca scour, 
aut persecutoribus revelare 

(SUAREZ. De Antichr., sect. VI, n. 5). 


166 DAN. XI, 33. 
167 Apoc. XI, 3-18. 
168 Hebr. XI, 5. 
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Sky above a chariot and with horses 
of fire 169. All the Fathers agree on 
this point. 


b) It is equally certain that, kept in 
reserve in a place known by God 
alone, Enoch and Elijah must return 
to preach among men. Elijah must in 
fact return and will rearrange all 
things170, our Lord himself said; and 
the book of the Ecclesiastical, affirms 
of Enoch: "that he was transported 
to paradise to preach penance to the 


people" 171. Even Bellarmine was 
able to conclude: "Denying the 
future and personal coming of Elijah 
is a heresy or an error that comes 
close to heresy" 172. And Bossuet, 
no less affirmative, writes: "It is 
necessary to be more than reckless 
to reject the tradition of Enoch and 
Elijah at the end of the centuries" 
173. 


These two things are therefore 
certain: the ever-permanent life of 
Enoch and Elijah, and the return of 
one and the other among men, to 
preach penance and revive the faith. 
But when exactly will this return take 
place? 


This is the reserve we are talking 
about and which is still in command. 
Nevertheless, almost all Catholic 
Tradition agrees in fixing this return 


to the time of the Antichrist, and in 
recognizing Enoch and Elijah as the 
two famous witnesses of the 
Apocalypse, who will have the 
enviable and glorious mission of 
fighting face to face with the son of 
perdition. 


Here is the famous passage from the 
Apocalypse: "And I will give a 
mission to my two witnesses that for 
one thousand two hundred sixty 
days they prophesy dressed in 
sackcloth. These are the two olive 
trees, and the two candlesticks 
placed before the Lord of the earth. 
And if anyone wants to offend them, 
fire will come out of their mouths 
and devour their enemies; for in such 
a way it is necessary that anyone 
who will harm them should be killed. 
the waters, to freeze them into blood 


and to strike the earth with any 
plague, whenever they want. 


Then when they have finished 
bearing witness, the Beast, who 
comes up from the abyss, will wage 
war on them and will overcome them 
and kill them "174. It is very clear 
that the Apocalypse, in this passage, 
speaks of two witnesses, preachers 
in the middle to the Men and 
antagonists of the Beast, 
antagonists of the Antichrist: ina 
because, faithful to the plot of the 
mystery that goes from the first to 
the last page, the Apocalypse does 
not expressly name these two 
witnesses, designating them 
sufficiently, here again the obligation 
of But, it should be repeated, almost 
all Catholic Tradition agrees to name 
them, and, with its loud voice, 


shouts: the two witnesses, 
antagonists of the Antichrist, will be 
Enoch and Elijah. The brevity of this 
work does not allow us to here refer 
the monuments of Tradition: but the 
great biblical commentators, such as 
Cornelius a Lapide and Estio, have 
them at the disposal of our readers 
and, as a continuation of the cited 
testimonies, they can read the 
following lines: "Ch And 


169 IV Reg. II, 11; Ecclesiaticus, 
XLVIII, 9. 


170 S. MATTH. XVII, 11. - See also 
MALACHI V, 5; Ecclesiasticus, XLVIII, 


10. 
171 Ecclesiasticus XLIV, 16. 


172 BELLARMINO, De Rom. Pont., L. 
IIl, c. YOU. 


173 BOSSUET, Préface a l'Explic. De 
l'Apoc. XV. 


174 Apoc. XI, 3-7. - 46 - 


Enoch and Elijah are still alive, and 
that both of them must, before the 
judgment, preach against the 
Antichrist, which emerges from the 
ancient tradition of the Churches, to 
which most of the Fathers bear 
witness: Vetus est Ecclesiam traditio, 
cujus plerique Patres etiam 
meminerunt "175. And before Estio 
and Cornelius, St. Thomas had 
already written:" Enoch was 
transported to an earthly paradise, 
where belief makes him live together 
with Elijah until the coming of the 
Antichrist " 176. 


The two great witnesses of the 
Gospel, at the time of the Autichrist, 
will therefore be, everything 


authorizes us to believe, Enoch and 
Elijah: sent, one to the prevaricating 
Christians, to correct them; the other 
to the unbelieving Jews to call them 
back. That will affect the nations 
more particularly; to this the 
survivors of Jacob; but to both of 
them the preaching of the Gospel; to 
both the defense of Christian truth. 


And then under the thunder of these 
two dominant voices the roar of the 
storm, what a spectacle worthy of 
the looks of the sky! It is no longer 
only the Church, with her ministers, 
her doctors, her faithful, that makes 
the Creed of Christian truths 
resound, it is still the centuries of 
the past that are resurrected and are 
competing to proclaim Jesus Christ. 
The centuries of the Law of nature, 
represented by the patriarch Enoch! 


The centuries of the written Law, 
represented by the prophet Elijah! 
The centuries of the law of nature 
and the centuries of the written law 
here give hand to the centuries of 
the law of grace and rise all together 
before the Antichrist, who 
summarizes in himself all the 
heresies, all the schisms, all the 
persecutions of the past, and they 
cry out to him and to all the ends of 
the earth: Jesus Christ is God! He 
alone is the Redeemer ... And won't 
the Church also reach the sublime, 
Elevaverunt arcam in sublime177? 


175 ESTIUS, In Ecclesiastic. XLIV, 16; 
XLVIII, 10; In Apoc. Postal Code. XI, 
1-7; CORN. A LAP., In Eccl. et Apoc. 


176 S. THOMAS, Summa Theol. p, Ill, 
q. XLIX, a. 5, ad 2. 


177 Gen. VIII, 17. 


- 47 - 


CHAPTER V. 


UNCERTAINTY OF THE TIME OF 
COMING 


OF THE ANTICHRIST AND THE 
PROHIBITION OF FIXING IT. 


SUMMARY. - I. Silence of Tradition 
and Scripture on the epoch of the 
coming of the Antichrist. - II. Text of 
the V Ecumenical Council of Lateran 
which prohibits fixing it. - III. 
Reasons for this prohibition. - IV. 
What is tolerated. 


THE. 


In what year of the world will the 
Antichrist appear? 


Nobody would know, as Tradition 
and Scripture are silent on this point. 


God alone knows the year and the 
hour, and it is a secret that has been 
reserved. All investigations are 
therefore in vain. There is a barrier 
that is insurmountable. The apostle 
St. Paul, writing of the Antichrist to 
the Thessalonians, alluded to this 
barrier in the following 

expressions: ... So that it may be 
manifested in due time, Ut reveletur 
in sua tempore "178. In what age of 
the world will this time arrive? Since 
the apostle Saint Paul did not 
indicate it, but used an 
indeterminate expression, the 
Church, guided by the Holy Spirit and 
always prudent, has added nothing 
and will not add anything to the 
short indication of the Apostle. 
reserve, has refrained from flying or 
looking further. 


Furthermore, to cut short the 
indiscretions that had arisen, he did 
not hesitate to prohibit, under pain 
of excommunication, to announce 
the coming of the Antichrist and the 
day of the final judgment for a 
specific time. Under Leo X, in the 
year 1516, on the 11 before the 
Kalends of January, this decree was 
issued in the V ecumenical council of 
Lateran179: "We order all those who 
exercise the office of preaching or 
who will exercise it in the future, not 
to presume to fix in their preaching 
or affirmations a fixed time for future 
evils, both for the coming of the 
Antichrist, and for the final 
judgment: since the truth has said: 
You are not given to know the time 
or the moment that the Father has 


fixed by his own authority: those 
therefore who, up to the present, 
have dared to assert such things, 
have lied, and it has been proved 
that, through their own doing, great 
harm has been done to the authority 
of those who preach wisely "180. 


178 Il Thess. Il, 6. 


179 Sess. XI, Constit. Supernus 
majestatis praesidio. 


180 "Mandantes omnibus, qui hoc 
onus praedicationis sustinent, 
quique in futurum sustinebunt, ut 
tempus qua fixum futurorum 
malorum, vel Antichristi adventum 
aut certum, diem - 48 - 


The reasons for this prohibition are 
indicated in the text of it: 


First of all, respect due to the will of 
God. He is the absolute master of 
time and of what happens in it: it is 
therefore not convenient that men, 
as indiscreet ones, want to know, in 
advance, the result of the eternal 
decrees of he. How they must 
behave, regarding these eternal 
decrees, says the inspired author of 
the Ecclesiastical: "Do not seek that 
which is above you, and do not want 
to investigate those things that are 
beyond your strength ... Do not be 
curious scrutinizer of the many 
works of God "181. The respect due 
to the decrees and works of God, the 
pen of St. Augustine expressed it in 
this admirable sentence: "Honor 
what you do not yet understand, and 
honor it all the more when the veils 
are thicker. worthy of honor the 
more veils hang in his house. The 


veils command the honor due to the 
secret and are raised to those who 
want to honor themselves "182. 


The second reason for the 
prohibition is to spare the faithful 
troublesome troubles, dangerous for 
the duties to be performed at the 
present time. Remember the fear of 
the Thessalonians that St. Paul was 
forced to reassure: "We ask you, 
brothers, not to be terrified; ... the 
day of the Lord is almost imminent" 
183. And after tracing the portrait of 
the Antichrist in chapter Il of his 
letter, the Apostle follows him, in 
chapter III, by this advice: "We have 
heard that some of you are 
proceeding in disorder, who do 
nothing, but are busy without pro. 
Now we let these people know and 
we implore them in the Lord Jesus 


Christ, that by working in silence 
they may eat their bread "184. 


The third reason is to prevent 
scandals, which are always harmful 
to souls. Because when the event 
does not justify rash predictions, 
those who are weak in faith take the 
opportunity to despise the true 
prophecies of Scripture and to doubt 
them. This has happened more than 
once in different times; and 
ecclesiastical history has had to 
record the names of many of these 
dreamers who had the audacity to 
announce the coming of the 
Antichrist for a specific time; for 
instance : 


Judicii praedicare, vel asserere, and 
nequaquam prasumant; cum Veritas 
dicat: Non est Vestrum nosse 
tempora vel momenta, qua Pater 


posuit in his power: ipsosque qui 
hactenus, similia asserere ausi sunt, 
mentitos, ac eorum causa, 
reliquorum etiam recte 
praedicantium auctoritati non 
modicum detractum fuisse constet ". 
FERRARIS, Biblical Prompt to the 
word Praedicare MANSI, Sacrorum 
Conciliorum collectio, t. XXII. p. 945- 
947). 


181 Ecclesiastic. lll, 22-24. 


182 "Honora quod nondum intelligis 
et so much magis honora as plura 
vela cernis. As enim quisque 
honaratior est, so plura vela pendent 
in domo ejus. Vela faciunt honorem 
secreti; sed honorantibus levantur 
vela". (S. AUGUST., Serm. LI, 5). 


183 Il Thess. Il, 11, 12. 
184 Il Thess. Ill. 11, 12. 
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A young visionary Parisian publicly 
announces from a chair in Paris, 
around 960, that the Antichrist 
would come at the end of the year 
1000. He was victoriously refuted by 
Abon, the future abbot of Fleury185: 


Fluentino from Florence, condemned 
in 1105 by Pasquale Il; 


Arnoldo da Villanuova, condemned in 
1311. He had fixed the coming and 
persecution of the Autichrist in the 
year 1377: 


Bartolomeo Janovesio, condemned by 
Pope Urban V for having set this 
coming on the day of Pentecost of 
1360; 


Niccolò Cusin announced it for the 
years 1700 or 1734; 


Mmmero Bruschio, for 15S9 or 1643: 


Girolamo Cardano, for the year 1800: 


M. d'Hedouville, between 1952 and 
1953; 


The anonymous author of the 
Forerunners of the Antichrist, for the 
year 1957; 


Abbot Maitre sets the end of the 
world at the end of the twentieth 
century or in the course of the 
twenty-first. 


Aren't these examples a 
demonstration of the Church's 
wisdom in forbidding you to set a 
specific date for both this coming 
and the end of the world? 186 


IV 


Could it be said that it equally 
forbids the making of conjectures? 
No: the prohibition made by the V 
Ecumenical Council of Lateran does 


not go further. It only affects any 
fixed date. Generalities, prudent 
conjectures, 


185 Abbonis apologeticum in MIGNE, 
Patr. Lat., T. CXXXIX, c. 162. 


186 Among the authors who have set 
a date for the coming of the 
Antichrist, we were amazed to find 
Ven. Servant of God Bartholomew 
Holzhauser, restorer of ecclesiastical 
discipline in Germany, founder of the 
Association of Secular Priests Living 
in Common, who died on May 20, 
1658. Author of an Interpretation of 
the Apocalypse, highly applauded in 
Germany, and in which there are 
certainly pages beautiful and very 
moving, L'Holzhauser wrote the 
following: "In the middle of the year 
of Jesus Christ 1865, in the 19th 
century, the Antichrist will be born 


and will live fifty-five and a half 
years. In the last three and a half 
years of his life, he will persecute 
with the greatest fury of Christianity, 
and in agreement with his false 
prophet the antipope, he will 
exterminate the Church, scatter the 
flock of Jesus Christ, conquer and kill 
all the faithful with the power that 
will be given to him for forty-two 
months over every tribe, people, 
language and nation, to make war 
against the saints of God and to 
overcome them during the time 
when he will be seated in the 
fullness of his kingdom. So then, in 
1911, the son of perdition will be 
killed n in the fifty-sixth year of his 
life from the breath, that is, from the 
word, which will come out of the 
mouth of the crucified Jesus of 
Nazareth ". (Interpretation of the 


Apocalypse, 3rd ed., T. Il, p. 120, 
Paris, 1872: librer. Lodovico Vivés). - 
If the cause of beatification of Ven. 
servant of God you will have to 
continue, these lines are not an 
obstacle. Let the honorable Promoter 
of the Faith examine carefully which 
spirit they come from. If they were 
nothing more than a personal 
interpretation, could ignorance of 
the decree of the Fifth Lateran 
Council, that is, good faith, be 
invoked in favor of their author? 
Errare humanum est, especially 
when it comes to a decree covered 
with the dust of the centuries, and 
ignored by many in the Church. If we 
have taken the liberty of highlighting 
this decree, we have done so so that 
in the turbulent times in which the 
Church and human society find 
themselves, souls are on guard 


against calculations capable of 
disturbing them. 
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the indication of the precursor signs 
remain things allowed, for example 
of certain Fathers and eminent 
Doctors who are not missing them. 


Eusebius "designates the coming of 
the adversary, who will have the 
freedom to attack the Church of 
Christ" 187. 


Judas Cyr, another ecclesiastical 
historian, believes that the coming of 
the Antichrist is near188. 


Tertullian speaks of the approaching 
Antichrist: "Antichristo jam instante" 
189. 


St. Cyprian: "You must take it for 
granted that the time of affliction 
has begun, that the end of the 


century and the time of the 
Antichrist are approaching" 190. 


St. Hilary speaks of the imminent 
Antichrist: "imminentis Antichristi" 
191. 


St. Basil: "Are we not at the last 
hour? Isn't this apostasy? Isn't the 
wicked manifested, the son of 
perdition?" 192 


Sant'Ambrogio: "Because we have 
reached the end of the world, certain 
diseases are its signs. The disease of 
the world is hunger; the disease of 
the world is the disease of the world, 
it is persecution" 193. 


St. Jerome: "We do not care that the 
Antichrist is approaching" 194. 


St. Bernard, describing the impiety 
of his century, emits this alarm cry: 
"Only this remains for us to see that 


the man of sin, the son of perdition, 
makes the appearance of him" 195. 


San Gregorio Magno: "The king of 
pride is near. Rex superbiae prope 
est" 196. 


Other citations could be reported. 
Who does not know, moreover, the 
famous homily of the 
aforementioned great Pope St. 
Gregory, on the "signs of the end of 
the world", a homily that the Church, 
every year, puts under the eyes of 
priests and faithful on the first 
Sunday of Advent, to remind them of 
the end times? Of these precursor 
signs, St. Gregory notes that some 
are fulfilled, and others will not be 
long in being. "Ex quibus profecto 
onnibus alta jam facta cernimus, alia 
in proximo ventura formidamus" 197. 


As we have seen, some of the 
aforementioned Fathers did not 
allow themselves to fix a certain date 
for the coming of the Antichrist or 
for the end of the world. They all 
stop at the generalities, they 
remember the signs, they 
conjecture; they stare at nothing. 
Their manner of preaching or writing 
conforms to the sometimes 
determined and prudent 
announcements of our Lord himself, 
and of his apostle St. Paul. In 
chapters XXIV and XXV of St. 
Matthew, our Lord clearly announces 
the end of the world, he gives the 
precursor signs, but not 


187 EUSEB., Hist. Eccl., Lib. V, chap. 
THE. 


188 EUSEB., Hist. Eccl., Lib. V, chap. 
YOU. 


189 TERTULL., De flight into 
persecution, c. XII. 


190 S. CYPRIAN., Epist. LVI in 
Thibaritanos. 


191 S. HILAR., Lib. contra Auxentium. 


192 S. BASIL., Epist. LXXI to 
Alexandrinos. 


193 S. AMBROS., Oratio in obit. 
Satyri fratris. 


194 S. HIERONYM, , Epist. Il in 
Ageruch. 


195 S. BERNARD., Serm. 6 in Psalm. 
90. 


196 S. GREGOR. MAGN., Epist. 
XXXVIII to Joan. Constantin. 


197 id., Hom. | in Evang. - 51 - 


set the date. For example of his 
Master, St. Paul, in chapter Il of the 
second letter to the Thessalonians, 


clearly announces the Antichrist, but 
does not fix the date of his coming; 
he limits himself to indicating the 
precursor sign of this event: 
APOSTASY: Discessio primum et 
revelatus fuerit homo peccati198. 


198 Il Thess. Il, 3. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


Conclusion: - WHO IS NOW 
RETAINING IT, RETAIN IT, UNTIL HE IS 
AWAY FROM HALF. 


SUMMARY. - I. An obstacle to the 
coming of the Antichrist and a 
keeper to keep the obstacle. - Il 
What Leo XIII did to keep it. - III. 
What Pius X is currently doing - IV. 
Which would be apostasy if he 
became a general. - V. Everything 
can be restored in Christ. 


THE. 


Since apostasy must be the 
preparatory means for the coming of 
the Antichrist, and the most 
formidable scourge that will put the 
world in trouble; Is it not therefore 
clear that we have to fight to reject 
it, by striving to lead back to Jesus 
Christ and to the church the nations, 
families, individuals, who have 
separated from it or threaten to do 
so? The wind of blinding and 
defection that already carries a part 
of society and wants it to be 
secularized, that is, removed from 
the Gospel and the Church, is 
perhaps fleeting, having God made 
the nations healable. The Christian 
idea can even now cheer, embalm 
and enliven the world as in the past. 


Therefore, we must not be 
discouraged. 


Far from it! it is necessary to set to 
work resolutely and to put oneself in 
it with confidence and generosity. 
Leo XIII did not give the example and 
Pius X does not give it now? 


What did Leo XIII not do to keep 
individuals and nations on the fatal 
abyss of apostasy? Let's limit 
ourselves to the nations. 


The whole religious policy of that 
great Pope seems to have been 
inspired by that exhortation of St. 
Paul: "Whoever holds him back, 
holds him back, until he is out of the 
way: Qui tenet nunc, retineat, donec 
de medio fiat" 199. 


It is known on what occasion St. Paul 
made this exhortation understood. 


After having outlined the portrait of 
the Antichrist, as it has been 
reproduced in this page, St. Paul 
discovered again in the 
Thessalonians that an obstacle 
delayed the coming of the man of 
sin: "You know that it is what holds 
him back, so that he may be 
manifested to his time "200; then he 
adds: "Let whoever holds him now, 
hold him back, until he is out of the 
way." Since the Tradition has not 
preserved the verbal explanations 
given by the Apostle to the 
Thessalonians, some very contrary 
opinions have been formed over the 
centuries. Deeply respecting both, 
we prefer the one given by St. 
Thomas Aquinas. The Angel's 
interpretation of the schools explains 
the past and illuminates the future. 


It is evident from the words of Saint 
Paul that there is, against the 
appearance of the Antichrist, an 
obstacle (to «kate« con) and 
someone who holds back the 
obstacle (oj kate «cwn); there is a 
barrier and a counter barrier. 


199 Il Thess. Il, 7. 


200 II Thess. Il, 6.7. "Et quid deitneat 
scitis, ut reveletur in tempore di 

lui ... tantum ut qui tenet nunc, 
teneat, donec de medo fiat". 
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The Antichrist will not make the 
appearance of him unless, rejected 
and set aside the keeper of the 


obstacle, the obstacle itself will be 
removed. 


Now what is this obstacle, what is 
the barrier? 


It is, replies St. Thomas, union and 
submission to the Roman Church, the 
seat and center of the Catholic faith. 
As long as society remains faithful 
and subject to the Roman spiritual 
empire, transformation of the 
ancient Roman temporal empire201, 
the Antichrist will not be able to 
appear. This is the barrier, this is the 
obstacle. 


But, for the benefit of God, alongside 
this obstacle, there is a keeper, 
charged with watching, charged with 
guarding it; and this guardian is the 
Pope, Vicar of Jesus Christ. As long 
as the guardian is recognized, 
respected, obeyed, the obstacle will 
persist, society will remain faithful to 
the Roman spiritual empire and the 
Catholic faith. But if this guardian, 
the Pope, is disowned, cast aside, 


rejected, the obstacle will disappear 
with him and the Antichrist will be 
free to appear: "Qui tenet, scilicet, 
romanum imperium, teneat illud 
donec ipsum fiat de Quia medium est 
dum universis circumquaque 
imperat, quibus ab ipso 
recedentibus, de medio anferetur, et 
tunc ille iniquus opportune sibi 
tempore revelabitur "202. 


Well, was not Leo XIII faithful to the 
Apostle's exhortation? Didn't he 
endeavor to maintain the obstacle, 
that is, fidelity to the Catholic faith 
and the Roman spiritual empire? This 
was the purpose of his entire 
pontifical life, as he expressed it one 
day at the Sacred College: "The 
government of the Church, he said, 
appeared to us at first as a 


formidable burden and it still is so 
for the coming of evil times and the 
condition made difficult for the 
Church, by the fear of an even more 
terrible future for the Church and 
society ... To this end, we believed 
that the most opportune work and 
most conformable to Our dignity was 
to show peoples and princes this 
port of health and to help them get 
in. We have consecrated Our life for 
this purpose, 


201 "Cum temporal Romanorum 
imperium a longo jam tempore sit 
eversum, nec tamen apparuerit 
Antichristus, ipsa patet experientia 
id de temporali hoc imperio intelligi 
non debere. 


"De qua itaque? 


"De defectione a spiritual 
Romanorum imperio, seu de 


defectione generale a fide cathe 
tholica of the Roman Church: thus St. 
Thomas and others in general. 


"It must be said, says St. Thomas, 
that the empire of the Romans has 
not yet ceased, but has been 
substituted from temporal into 
spiritual; of the Church (Bernard A 
Piconius, Epist. B. Paul, expounded 
three times 


202 S. Thomas, Opusc. 68, On the 
Antichrist, ed. di Parma, 1864, t. 17, 
p. 439. From the Hebrew expression 
"De medio fiat" means, say Estio, la 
separazione da qualcuno o da piu. 
Angels shall go forth, and shall 
separate the evil from the midst of 
the just (Matt. 13). "Come out from 
among them, and be separate" (2 
Thess. 6) 
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persuasive che noi facciamo cosi per 
gli interessi della religione e della 
society"203. 


Con qua costanza e fermezza questo 
target not e stato seguito 
dall'augusto pope! Appena posto al 
governo della navicella di Pietro, Leo 
XIII, come il pescatore che riprende 
una dopo l'altra le maglie rotte delle 
sue reti malconcie, si mise a 
riprendere tutti i fili intricati delle 
relazioni diplomatiche. Ogni Stato, 
not only Europe, ma del mondo 
intero, fu l'obietto delle sue cortesie 
e delle sue cure: Chi or rattiene, 
rattenga. Limitiamoci a un 
compendium rapid de' suoi sforzi by 
ricuperate, magari con un sol thread, 
le nazioni alla Chiesa 


Agreement on the Republic of the 
Equator (in 1881). 


Agreement on Austria-Ungheria 
through Bosnia and l'Herzegovina 
(18881). 


I agree with the Russian government 
on the ecclesiastical question (1882). 


The meeting is held at the Svizzera 
Rule on the Ecclesiastical 
Administration of Ticino and on the 
Ministry of the Regolare of the 
Diocese of Basel (1884). 


Agreement on Col Portogallo through 
the East Indies (1885). 


Agreement on Montenegro (1886). 


The Ristabilimento delle Diplomatic 
Relations of the Netherlands (1886). 


Promoting the unified cardinal 
detachment of the United States 
(1886). 


Arbitraggio tra la Germany and la 
Spagna, Richard and Caroline (1886). 


Scambio di friendly rapporti con la 
Turchia, la Persia, la Cocincina, la 
Cina (1886). 


The Council for Germany and the 
Cessation of Kulturkampf (1887). 


Concordance to the Republic of 
Colombia (1887). 


The Riallacciamento delle diplomacy 
con la Russia (1888). 


Conciliazioni col governo Latino su 
certi punti dell'amministrazione 
ecclesiastica dell'isola di Malta 
(1890). 


I call all'East and visit di un 
Ambassador, il cardinal Langenieux, 
a Gerusalemme (1893) etc. etc. 


How much cure, how much pazienza, 
how much prudenza tutti complained 
of thorny business not hanno 
richiesto! Ma importava che Colui 
che rattiene, rattenga! In his address 
to the Sacred College, on the 
occasion of God's 25th anniversary of 
his elezione, Feb. 29 1903 Leo XIII 
said: "Ecco l'ultima nostra lezione: 
ascoltatela ed imprintevela bene 
nell'anima 


Ma tra tutte le nazioni che Leo XIII 
cerco cosi di richiamare e ritenere 
nell'union col Pontificate Romano, ve 
ne una, la France di delicatezza 
Perche il male v'era piu deep, e la 
tendenza all'apostasia più grave, not 
indietreggio dinanzi ad alcun 
sacrifizio per arrestare la defezione! 
Il giornale Il Monitor di Roma lo 
disseisin a parole che ci sembra 


expedire riferire. "Chi piu del Papa 
attuale ha versato sulla Francia 
tesori d'affettuosa patience 


203 Allocuz. di Leo XIII al Sacro 
Collegio 2 marzo 1887 
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Parigi from Rome during the 
pontificate quest. When should e 
veduto unirsi il tatto piu 
meraviglioso alla pazienza piu dolce, 
mentre la guerra incrudeliva, le 
istituzioni religiously minacciavano 
di fall in ruin, when le piu basse 
passioni di parte erano condotte 
all'assalto contro la Chiesa? Leo XIII 
che ha scritto quell'Enciclica 
Noblessima Gaulorum il cui titolo 
solo, superbo ed armonico, restera 
semper come un omaggio glorioso 
reso a questa nazione privileged e 
Leo XIII che ha indirizzato al sig. 


Grevy una lettera di pace e di spirito 
di conciliazione, per arrestare la 
Repubblica sulla via dei clash e lui 
che, non ostante le riduzioni 
continuing fatte al bilancio dei culti, 
volle onorar quel paese creating tre 
cardinal, sicchè la Francia resterà 
semper, dopo Roma, alla testa del 
sacred College; è lui che ha esaurite 
tutte le vie della riconciliazione, che 
non ha voluto nè rompere col 
Governo, né lasciare splitre il 
Concordato, che è la base della 
peace religious in France; e, in one 
parole, lui, e perhaps lui solo che, 
colla sad della sua pazienza e 
maestria, ha mantenuto gli last 
avanzi di lunghi secoli d'armonia e di 
feconda cooperation. Alla dolcezza di 
Pio VII, Leo XIII. 


ato, the harmonious balance of acts 
and teachings, to somehow force the 
party in power to retreat in the face 
of so many responsibilities and 
shortcomings. Above the fervent 
contests of the parliamentary gangs, 
Leo XIII saw and loved France; he did 
not want to make her the expiatory 
victim of the persecution of 
radicalism allied with freemasonry 
"204. 


Yes, one day history will tell, Leo XIII 
did everything he could to wrest 
France from apostasy, to preserve 
for her the invaluable benefits of 
civil and religious peace. And yet 
with what ingratitude they did not 
pay for his efforts! How many 
complaints against his pontifical 
leadership! How many accusations, 
how many violations of language! 


But he always calm and intrepid in 
the midst of contradictions from 
whatever side they come, did not 
cease to carry out his word: "A great 
storm is preparing, a fierce struggle 
must be sustained". You sustained 
this fierce struggle, magnanimous 
Pontiff to maintain the obstacle 
against the apostasy of the Firstborn 
of the Church. It is to be faithful to 
your mission as guardian of the 
union until the last moment that you 
want to die on your feet! 


The example given by Leo XIII is 
continued by the gloriously reigning 
Pius X. Having just sat on the chair 
of St. Peter, one of the first words of 
the new Pontiff is this: "All that Leo 
XIII said, wrote and did, Pius X 
confirmed and confirmed". Leo XIII 


had labored, fought and suffered to 
keep the nations united, perhaps 
with a thread, to the Roman Church, 
the center of the Catholic faith and 
an obstacle to the coming of the 
Antichrist: Whoever holds him back, 
hold him! Before moving away from 
this program Pius X has 


204 The Monitor of Rome, May 24, 
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affirmed and also increased: "Not 
only to recover, but to restore 
everything: Instaurate omnia in 
Christo, to restore everything in 
Christ" 205. , When Leo XIII, knowing 
full well the destruction planned by 
Masonic and anti-Christian sects, 
ordered the re-embellishment of St. 
John Lateran as a sign of the 
perpetuity of the Church, it is said 
she said to the architects: "While the 


world is moving away from Christ, I 
want his image to shine in a more 
beautiful church! 206 "It is not only 
in a more beautiful church, that of 
the Lateran, but in the whole world, 
that Pius X has the noble ambition to 
make the image of Christ shine: 
Everything restore in Christ! With 
the pontifical encyclical E supremi 
apostolatus cathedra, the broad lines 
of this restoration are drawn. 
Already under the perspicacious and 
steadfast conduct of the new Pope, 
Catholics organize themselves, take 
a stand, repair the breaches and face 
the enemy. "Because, in fact, the war 
is declared". The Pontiff affirms it. 
He intended "to thrill the nations" 
and surprised "the peoples who 
meditate in vain things". Or rather 
he has brought his ear to the heart 
of dying humanity and has 


understood that an acute disease is 
gnawing at it to the point of 
threatening it with death. This 
disease is the abandonment of God: 
it is apostasy. It is the rebellion of 
pride that rises against the Creator, 
against God from whom every 
benefit derives, to tell him to 
withdraw from man: Recede a nobis, 
It is the crime of man who 
substitutes himself for God. 
‘Antichrist who presents himself 
instead of God himself to the 
adorations of the world: the holy 
truths not only contested, but 
rejected with contempt; divine law 
trampled underfoot, Christian 
morality unknown or vilified. And, as 
an inevitable consequence, in the 
midst of the material advances that 
no one can contest, the struggle of 


man against man, more and more 
implacable "207. 


At the present moment there are 
therefore two ways before human 
society: Either correspond to the 
teachings of Leo XIII and the 
invitations of Pius X. And this would 
be the restoration in Christ, the 
healing of the nations, the return to 
a wise and true freedom, to equality 
of all in the heart of God, to a sincere 
brotherhood between the small and 
the great, between capital and work. 


Or, despising the teachings of Leo 
the thirteenth and the invitations of 
Pius X, human society will persist in 
continuing the path in which it set 
out; and then this could be, in a not 
too distant time, the generalization 
of apostasy. 


IV. 


So what is generalized apostasy? An 
episode of the Jewish people, in the 
eleventh century of its history, 
explains it: 


One of his prophets, Ezekiel, had 
been transported in spirit by the 

breath of God into the temple of 

Jerusalem, in that famous temple 
where one 


205 Encicl. And supreme apostolatus 
cathedra. 


206 L'Univers, July 26, 1896. 


207 Letter from S, E. Cardinal 
Coullie, archbishop of Lyon, for the 
publication of the Encicl. And 
supreme apostolatus cathedra. 
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it concentrated the whole life of the 


nation: Son of man, lift up your eyes 
and see, says the Lord to his 


Prophet. Fili hominis, oculos lever! 
And the Prophet, looking up, looked 
into the sanctuary, the holiest part 
of the teampio, and saw an idol 
there, the idol of Jealousy. This is 
now Baal, the most infamous of all 
the Phoenician deities, so called by 
Yahweh himself, wounded in the 
heart. And who then was prostrate 
before Baal? The priesthood! ... Yes, 
a part of the priesthood, some 
priests who have become apostates! 
208 The Prophet was amazed. But 
already the breath of God drags him 
to another part of the temple: Son of 
man, open the wall, Fili hominis, fode 
parietem. And through the hole 
made in the wall, the Prophet 
discovers a secret room; on the walls 
of this secret room, all around, 
paintings of reptiles and animals, in 
front of these paintings of reptiles 


and animals, seventy men, with 
censers in hand, who adored them. 
And the seventy men who so adored 
the paintings of reptiles and animals 
were seventy seniors, that is, the 
nobles, the ruling class among the 
Jewish people; and the ruling class 
had become displaced209. The 
Prophet trembled; but the breath of 
God still carried him to another part 
of the temple: Son of man, turn this 
way and you will see! Adhuc 
conversus videbis! And the Prophet, 
turning around, saw some women 
seated on the ground. These women 
seated on the ground wept; but what 
they wept was Adonai, the God of 
voluptuousness, who said he was 
dead. Tears and sobs! Ah! there 
ordinarily has something sacred in 
tears. But while in the woman, only 
the legitimate tendernesses or the 


ecstasies of piety should make them 
pour, on the apostate face of the 
unworthy descendants of Rebekah 
and Rachel, it was the unsatisfied 
passion that I made poured out! 210 


But the breath of God carried, for the 
fourth time, the Prophet, to the 
entrance of the temple. Certainly 
you, son of man, have seen! If you 
look elsewhere too, you will see. 
Some visas, fili hominis; adhuc 
conversus videbis. And the Prophet 
looking saw twenty-five men near 
the vestibule. These twenty-five men 
near the vestibule turned their backs 
to the temple of the Lord and their 
faces to the east and worshiped the 
sun. Now these twenty-five men at 
the end of the temple belonged to 
the people; and because the people 
are hasty in their conclusions, it is 


clear that the twenty-five men 
turned their backs on the temple of 
the Lord211. 


And so, people, women, nobles, 
priesthood: apostasy was 
everywhere, above and below the 
Jewish society. Apostasy, the 
greatest of sins, which consists, as 
the etymology of the word (ajpo 
«stasi« B) indicates, to put oneself 
far away; away from the known 
truth, away from the true religion. 
The apostate in Judaism stood far 
from the one God. The apostate in 
Christianity puts herself away from 
Christ the Redeemer and from the 
Pope Vicar of him, who represents 
him here on earth. 


But the Lord, says the Bible, 
continues to address the prophet 
Ezekiel: Certainly, O son of man, you 


have seen; it is perhaps small thing 
for the house of 


208 EZECH. VIII, 3-6. 
209 EZECH. VIII, 7-12. 
210 Id. VIII, 13.14. 

211 EZECH. VIII, 15-18. 
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Judas doing these abominations to 
the God of him? yet they committed 
them and they irritated me212. 
Therefore I too will act in my fury ... 
Then there happened one of those 
biblical scenes that prove how 
patient is God's justice in this world. 


The scene had grown larger. All the 
veils had fallen off. Jeova himself, 
himself, had suddenly manifested 
himself to his Prophet. The Lord had 
taken an attitude of outraged 


majesty, he was about to leave. 
Dazzling flames surrounded it on all 
sides. It was no longer angels with 
graceful shapes, as in Jacob's vision, 
who escorted him, but four 
extraordinary animals, each of which 
in turn had the figure of a man, a 
bull, a lion, an eagle, which formed 
him. like a chariot213. Now, 
something worth noting, Yahweh, 
who was about to leave Jerusalem, 
could not resolve to let his chariot 
move. The Prophet saw him when, 
having left the sanctuary, he had 
stopped in the vestibule of the 
priests: and he seemed to be waiting 
for a cry of repentance; the 
procession stops again on the 
threshold of the temple: a third time 
in the middle of the city. At each 
formed there was a sound of 
sobbing: "My people, my people, who 


have therefore made you to be 
treated in this way by you It is not | 
who have blessed your cuna, the 
place of honor that you occupy "Was 
it not | who gave you a privileged 
land, great men, heroines, a 
literature, a history without equal? 
Convert then, O Jerusalem, for there 
is still time! You are angry; but | do 
not want to be angry! .. ., And the 
procession resumed its march. We 
had reached the city walls; the 
chariot passes them. It seemed that 
everything was over now. Well, no. 
Oh tenacity of love, which has 
resolved to try the last test. On a 
mountain near Jerusalem, that of the 
Olives, he went to place himself the 
glory of the Lord. There, according to 
an ancient Jewish tradition, Yahweh 
waited three months, at the same 
point of where, six centuries later, 


the rejected Christ had to make his 
sobs of pain heard: Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, | wanted to gather your 
children! But finally, after a long 
wait, one day, the chariot 
disappeared ... 214. 


A few weeks later the army of the 
Chaldeans with the terrible 
Nebuchadnezzar and, later, that of 
the Romans with Titus, both, agile as 
leopards, set everything on fire and 
blood: and on the ruins of what is 
now a homeland, a column could 
have been erected with this 
inscription: Finis Judaeae! End of 
Judea! 


With the Antichrist, who succeeded 
the general apostasy, this will be 
more than the ruin of the nations, it 
will be a heavy and ignominious 
yoke, such that humanity will not 


immediately have a similar one in 
the past215. 


212 Id. VIII, 17, 18. 
213 EZECH. VIII, 2-4; I, 4-14; 26-28. 


214 EZECH. VIII, 6; IX, 3; X, 4, 18, 19; 
XI, 22, 23. 


215 He wonders: This generalization 
of apostasy, which will give rise to 
the coming of the Antecrist, will be 
an accomplished fact before his 
coming; or, already established or, 
rather, already established on a 
large scale, will it be fulfilled only by 
the fact and under the reign of the 
son of perdition? 


Apostasy or separation from the 
Catholic faith and the Roman 
Pontificate must be general, a fait 
accompli, say Engelbert, Trionfo, 


Estio. - It will only be one way from - 
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May the God of mercies save society 
for a long time from such a terrible 
future. By bringing constant and 
generous support to the feet of Pius 
X, Catholics can hope for a rebuilding 
of the social building, which will 
recall the good days. Pius X himself 
thinks so and mentions it in his 
encyclical "on Catholic Action". - 
"What prosperity and well-being, 
what peace and harmony, what 
respectful subjection to Authority 
and what excellent government 
would be obtained in the world, if 
the perfect ideal of Christian 
civilization could be implemented for 
the whole. But given the continuous 
struggle of the flesh against the 
spirit , of darkness against the light, 


of Satan against God, so much is not 
to be hoped for, at least in its full 
measure. This does not mean that 
courage is lost. it was then 
preached, every way to repair the 
losses in the kingdom already 
conquered is studied. Establishing 
omnia in Christo has always been the 
uniform of the Church, and it is 
particularly ours in the anxious 
moments we are going through. 
Restoring everything, not in any 
way, but in Christ. To restore in 
Christ not only what belongs 
properly to the divine mission of the 
Church to lead souls to God, but also 
what from that divine mission 
spontaneously gives eriva, Christian 
civilization in the complex of all and 
individual elements that constitute it 
"216. 


Our old Europe, a constitutive and, 
for a long time, principal part of this 
Christian civilization no longer 
contains these elements of 
restoration? ... "Son of man, turn this 
way, what do you see? Adhuc 
conversus videbis?" 


What you see on this side (and we 
thank you, O Lord, for showing it to 
us), is a sanctuary, but a sanctuary 
world from every idol of Jealousy. In 
this sanctuary, a priesthood, and 
how beautiful this priesthood is in 
the poor hierarchy! Some priests 
around their bishops, some bishops 
around the Pope, the Pope united to 
Christ! On the faces of many, the 
stigmata of pain; but on their lips 
the canticle of St. Paul: "Accursed, 
let us bless, Maledicimur et 
benedicimus: persecuted, we have 


patience; blasphemed, let us plead" 
217. O Europe you can be proud of 
the Catholic priesthood! Hope, hope 
again ... This priesthood can benefit 
the good of the nations for a long 
time to come! 


"Son of man, turn this way, what do 
you see? Adhuc conversus videbis?" 


What can still be seen, O Lord, is the 
sleeping faith that awakens in the 
upper classes, a movement that 
begins, schools that are reborn, 
clubs, patronages, catechisms that 
multiply, congresses that are held, a 
courageous press that fights, the 
ideas of justice, of law, of freedom 
that straighten up, vibrate, do not 
want to die. 


to be accomplished, but already on a 
large scale, Sote, Bellarmine, 
Justinian reply. This latter opinion 


seems more probable, since St. Paul 
says that after the defection and the 
apostasy, the Antichrist will appear 
in omne seuctione iniquitatis (Il 
Thess. II, 10). It will therefore 
increase apostasy and make it more 
universal. 


216 Encyclical letter. of S. S. Pius X 
to the bishops of Italy on Catholic 
Action, 11 June 1905. 


217 | Cor. IV, 12. - 60 - 


"And on this side again, son of man, 
what do you see? Adhuc conversus 
videbis?" 


We see, oh Lord, women on their 
knees, weeping. But this time the 
tears shed are for the Lord; for the 
Lord in love; for the Lord in penance; 
for the Lord in the atonement. 
Virgins of Carmel, Daughters of 


Charity, Little Sisters of the Poor, or 
spouses of Jesus u Christ! And you 
again, o Christian mothers, noble 
women of all countries! An ungodly 
world mocks you or blasphemes you. 
It should at least be known that, on a 
ground that trembles and in a 
horizon of storms, there are hearts 
of women who love Jesus Christ, the 
Church and the homeland of a love 
whose lips are powerless to express 
the fiery ardor. The sky is moved by 
it, and the earth rejoices with hope. 


"Son of man, turn this way, what do 
you see? Adhuc conversus videbis?" 


What you see, oh Lord, is an 
enchanting sight! They are workers, 
workers, the children of the people, 
of that people whose heart has 
beaten for so long and so strongly 
for Jesus Christ! Outside the temple 


of God, where the sectarians and the 
leaders had dragged them, we see 
groups that. they revolt, which rise, 
which return to the temple of the 
Lord. Their outstretched hands turn 
again towards the cross: and, when 
needed, their breast would become a 
shield to defend it. 


V. 


At the sight of these consoling and 
strengthening signs, ah! it is not 
despair or discouragement, but 
confidence and energy that must find 
a place in their hearts. With Pius X 
we have the will and the strength to 
restore everything in Christ. Lead 
society back to Christ! all the rest is 
secondary to this great task. 
Fearless and faithful to the pontifical 
councils! 218 | 


218 This is the insistent prayer of 
Pius X in the letter addressed to the 
cardinal archbishop of Lyon: 


To our dear Son, His Eminence Rev. 
Pietro Coullié, Cardinal Priest, 
Archbishop of Lyon and Vienna. 


POPE X POPE 


Dearest Son, health and apostolic 
blessing. 


The attention you have had towards 
Us, writing to us lately, on the 
anniversary of Our exaltation at the 
Supreme Pontificate has been a real 
comfort to us in the midst of all Our 
concerns, especially those obtained 
for us, as you will well understand, 
from the things of France. The 
sentiments of deep attachment and 
respectful union to Our person and 
to the Apostolic See, which you 


manifest there, were already known 
to us. But what we have been 
particularly grateful for in your letter 
is the confidence with which you 
affirm that your compatriots will 
never abandon the faith of their 
ancestors; and that in your diocese 
especially, all the faithful unite 
firmly in the defense of the faith and 
compete in zeal in obeying the 
prescriptions of the Roman Pontiff. 
What a subject of consolation for Us! 
do you need to tell you? This is 
brilliant proof that God is still with 
France, and that he will never allow 
it to fall into the abyss into which the 
malice of too many would like to 
plunge it. 
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Such must be our watchword. The 
last generations of Christians, as a 
whole more tried than us, will know 
how to rise to the point of heroism, 
in order to maintain the complex of 
Christian truths, the basis of every 
civilization, against the Antichrist. 
We leave them a perfume of 
examples that cheers and 
encourages them. 


Affirming Christian truths, 
communicating Christian truths, 
defending Christian truths, are the 
three words that sum up our duties 
towards Christ and society. In order 
to fulfill these duties, the Church 
spares no pains and hardships and, 
for example of the Church, not even 
the Christian must spare her. 


As for Us We will never cease to 
implore divine mercy on you, your 


church and your country; but at the 
same time We pray, we beg all good 
people to listen with zeal every day 
more docile to the instructions of the 
Vicar of Christ for common salvation. 


Given in Rome, at St. Peter's, on 9 
August 1905, the third year of our 
pontificate. 


POPE X POPE 


